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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


EXPENDITURES. 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid James Duncklee, plank, 


cc *¢ Tabor on bridge near B. P. 


Farley Sy 
Abial Holt, plank and labor, 


Joseph H. Flint, cash paid for labor on pole 


bridge, 
Joseph H. Flint, labor on do., 
Alex. McC. Wilkins, drawing plank, 


a Ke “6 plank for bridge near J. 


Marshall’s, 
Benjamin Kittredge, labor, 
Jacob Clark, 
Wm. Pasarania; bi 
Rufus Blood, 2d, Sy 
Jacob Burnap, stone for pole bridge, 
Newton McCluer, labor, 
James Roby, plank, 
Elijah P. Parkhurst, plank, stone and labor, 
John Russell, labor, 


SCHOOLS. 


District No. 1, paid William McKean, 
¥ 2, Zacheus G. Perry, 


, “ Francis A. Chamberlin, 


, % James Center, 

, * Rufus Blood, 2d, 

, “ Perley Raymond, 
9, “ Isaiah Herrick, 

“ 10, “ James W. Blood, 


24 20 
32 00 


— 


POPE WWHWNHWNH 
S 
co) 


$163 96 


$892 40 
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“SUPPORT OF POOR OFF ‘THE FARM. 
COUNTY PAUPERS. 

Perley Raymond, removing paupers to county 
arm, 2 00 
Alex. McC. Wilkins, removing paupers to coun- 
ty farm, 2 00 
Peter Frost, removing paupers to county farm, 2 50 
J. & A. J. Rockwood, coffin &c., for Brown, 6 38 
J. B. Nevins, going to Nashua for coffin fordo., 1 50 


S. C. Anderson, removing paupers to.county farm, 3 50— $17 88 


TOWN PAUPERS. 


Daniel Larrabee, support of his son, 25 00 
Dr. H. Eaton, medical attendance on D. Kit- 

tredge and Arbuckle, 9 75 
John Stone, for assistance to D. Kittredge, 3 69 
Mrs. Kittredge, cash pd. for nursing do., 1 50 
€. C. Danforth, coffin, robe &c. for do., 5 O1 
Alex. McC. Wilkins, going for coffin &c., fordo., 1 50 
Elkanah P. Parker, goods for S. Tennant, 2 00 
City of Manchester, for Mrs. Z. Fields, 7 50 


Town of Nashville, assistance to David T. Roby, 8 48 
Josiah B. Chandler, taking pauper to farm, 50 
C. K. Mitchell, digging grave for D. Kittredge, 1 00 


” ‘** driving horse at funeral of do., 1 00 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

Robert W. French, services in Fuller case, 3 38 
Simeon Kenney, Jr., “ ¥ s 8 00 
Farmers’ Insurance Co., for insurance, 3 30° 
Cash paid witnesses in Manning case, 7 48. 
Albin Beard, printing reports for 1851, 16 00 
F. A. Chamberlin, repairs on town house, 8 00 
Geo. W. Moor, for Teachers’ Institute, 17 42 
Alex. McC. Wilkins, cash paid out for blank 

books, stationery, counsel, postage &c., 21 6% 
Edward P. Parker, cost in Manning case, 41 24 


Thomas B. Gilmore, warming and lighting meet- 
ing house for School Commissioner’s lecture, 1 00 


Samuel Barnes, burying horse, 1 0G 
Elijah P. Parkhurst, cash paid out, 30 
C. K. Mitchell, taking care town house, 5 00 

¥ ‘* wood for town meeting, 1 00 
Nonresident highway taxes worked out, 40 
R. H. Pratt, abatement of taxes, 35 00. 
Over assessments, 10 15 

TAXES. 

Paid State tax, 338 80 

“ County tax, 573 16 


866 OF 


- 


o 


F. A. Chamberlin, school house, district No. 4, 220 00 


Isaiah Herrick, 6 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Caleb Jones, Town Clerk, 8 00 
Franklin Herrick, Town Treasurer, 6 090 
Alex. McC. Wilkins, Selectman and 

Overseer of the Poor, 59 00 
Elijah P. Parkhurst, do. do. 40 05 
Benjamin Kidder, do. do. 34 00 
John W. Ray, services as Superinten- 

ding School Committee, 1851, 33. 70 
Dr. H. Eaton, do. 1852, 34 25 


R. H. Pratt, Collector, 


Whole amount paid out, 


No. 9, 125 00 


147 05 


$345 06 


$265 0G 


$2843 49 


SELECTMEN’S ACCOUNTS. 


The Selectmen submit the following statement of receipts and dis- 
bursements for the year ending March 7, 1853 : 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance in treltstiry March 6, 1852, 
Town, County, State and Sehoot taxes, 
School-house tax in districts No. 4 and 9, 
County for support of paupers, 
Nonresident highway tax, 

Literary Fund, 

Railroad tax, 

Poor-farm, 

Amount due from County, 

Cost in Manning case, 

Due from John Kinson, 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
For Roads and Bridges, 
Schools, 
County Paupers, 
Town Paupers off the farm, 
School-house tax in Nos. 4 and 9, 
State and County taxes, 
Miscellaneous expenses, 
Town Officers, 
Balance in favor of the town, 


55 51. 
2379 


85 
14 
75 
50 


362 
21 
10 

-61 

333 
33 
Ly 
42 


477 98 


$3321 47 


——— $3321 47 
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ALMS-HOUSE, 
Under superintendence of Joseph H. Flint, in Account with Town, 


DR. 
To amount of stock on farm March 6, 

1852, 603 50 

Amount of hay, do. 316 00 

es grain and beans, do. 96 56 

fe provisions, do. 191 49 

x household furniture, do. 154 33 

af farming tools, do. 173 59 
1535 47 
Paid Charles C. Danforth, for coffin, 3 50 
Reuben Barnes, digging grave, 1 06 
Daniel Flecher, store goods, 7 26 
Simeon Kenney, Jr. use of saw, 25 
D. Hartshorn & Co. 5 cultivator teeth, 1 20 
John Follansbee, veal, 46 
Simeon Kenney, 14 bushels beans, 2 63 
G. Shattuck, cask lime and cement, 1°75 
Thomas B. Gilmore, mason work, 1:50 
D. Shirley, bull, 23 00 
William Moor, 1100 brick, 3 03 
H. Green, veal and rennets, 118 
Moses Davis, coffin, 3 00 
Mr. Page, digging grave, 1 00 
Jacob Hartshorn, drag plank, 1 00 
A. Hardy & Co. half barrel crackers, | 1 35 
Israel C. Crooker, labor, 25 00 
John Calef, carding wool, 95 
I’. Nichols, reaping, 4 00 
I. and W. P. Weston, reaping and haying, 16 70 
Saniuel Campbell, reaping, 3 50 
Dr. George W. Moor, extracting teeth, 25 
Kendrick & Tuttle, winnowing mill, 9 50 
F. Herrick, plough beam, 1 33 
Isaac Parker, 74 Ibs. rolls, 3 28 
H. Green, 394 lbs. beef, Sa 
Mr. Walker, shoeing horse, 88 
David Atwood, ox-bows, 50 
H. Green, 68 lbs. beef, 2 72 
Israel Fuller, use of cider mill, 82 
John Follansbee, pair steers, 40 00 
I. Straw, coffin, , 3 50 
Mr. White, robe, 75 
Reuben Barnes, digging grave, 1 00 
John Abbott, blacksmith work, 95 
F. Herrick, gig waggon, 70 00 
Kendrick & Tuttle, barrel flour, 5 50 
James M. Fosdick, blacksmith work, 7 25 


Town of Bedford, shoat, 6 00 


N. W. Thistle, haying, 5 
Israel C. Crooker, use of pasture, 3 
H. Green, 102 lbs. beef, 4 
John York, sawing timber, 4 87 
6 
3 
o 


— 


David Swett, do. 


Freeman Nichols, assistance at funeral, 


R. Parkhurst, calf, 00 
Tuttle & Co. stove, 90 
Wheeler & Cochran, barrel otae 6 50 
Ellen E. Cory, labor, 62 00 
Samuel McConihe, store goods, 10 72 
Elkanah P. Parker, do. 44 61 
8. C. Anderson & Co. do. 50 29 
Joseph H. Flint, services as Superintendent, 175 00 
2187 43 
Add excess of personal property over 1852, 170 70 
Cash paid into treasury, 33 39 
Due for support of John ‘Thompson, 8 00 
Contra. CR. 
By stock on farm, March 6, 1853, 626 00 
** hay and grain, 433 60 
“¢ provisions, 228 04 
** household furniture, 154 33 
** farming tools, 264 20 
1706 17 
By cash received of David Crowell, for cow, 25 00 
Z. G. Perry, two pigs, 4 00 
W. A. Flint, two pigs, 4 00 
John D. Armstrong, one pig, 2 00 
Thomas Wells, 2 pigs, ' 4 00 
S. H. Gilson, potatoes, 7 2 50 
Nathan Wheeler, potatoes, 84 
For labor on highway, 1 00 
Sumner Morgan, calf and lamb, 6 00 | 
J. Woods, 14 fowls, 5 00 
Leyi Fisher, difference between cows, 5 00 
James Hay, 2 bushels barley, E76 
Alex. McC. Wilkins, cow, 30 00 
- - vy apples and cider, 3°75 
Thomas Wells, hay, 20 00 
E. P. Parkhurst, hay, 5 00 
4: ‘ three bushels potatoes, 1 20 
sf 3 two pigs, 3 00 
Samuel Campbell, 8 bushels potatoes, 3 36 
Rufus Parkhurst, difference between cows, 7 BO 
ni “6 making coats, 3 00 


P. Nichols, potatoes, 44 
Town of Bedford, steer, 43 00 


$2399 52 


sa 


W. Moor, pork, 

F. Nichols, potatoes, 

Morgan & Co., calf, 

John Follansbee, steer and calf, 

Jacob Jefis, fowls, 

F. Gardner, horse-keeping, 

Mr. Boynton, for bull, 

Individuals, for use of bull, 

Silas Shepard, apples and chickens, 
F. Herrick, butter, 2 03, potatoes, 3 52, 
o~ ‘; ~—s Jumber, 

George Hill, two chickens, 


David Swett, pork, 443, 20 bushels rye, 1800, 22 43 


oh ‘© balance on lumber, 
Gilman Palmer, hay and straw, 
Wm. A. Flint, two bushels Tye, 
N. Flint, eight re 
8. Campbell, pig, 
W. Lovejoy, 3 bushels rye, 
Henry Robbins, pig, 
Mendrick & Tuttle, produce, 

me 684 lbs. butter, 

- N. = M. Barr, butter, 
C. K. Mitchell, two pigs, 
H. Green, rye, 
Mr. Jefts, turkeys, 
John Wheeler, 8 bbls. apples, 
I. Chickering, 73 lbs. hide, 
Levi Fisher, 140 ‘“ beef, 
Mr. Hoyt, eggs 
Mr. Atwood, Walnut butts, 
Individuals, peaches and quinces, 
D. Stewart, straw, 


(ws) 
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CD 
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Town of Nashville, support of 8. Barnes’ s child, 2 50 


I. C. Crooker, shingles, 


3 00 


Wheeler & Cochran, making coats and yests, 8 00 


Town, for labor on pole bridge, 

P. Nichols, labor, 

F. A Chamberlin, lumber, 

Z. A. Hoyt, straw, 

I. C. Crooker, teaming, 

S. Kenney, Jr., “ 

N. Poor, $$ 

S. C. Anderson & Co., produce of farm, 
Elkanah P. Parker, 

Samuel McConihe, “ s 
F. Herrick, old waggon, 


Add am’t due for support of J. Thompson, 


55 60 

1 00 

10 12 

15 00 

27 00 

2 00 

2 50 

1] 21 

23 48 

9 57 

5 00 
2391 52 
8 00 

———— $2299 52 


———- 
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Invoice of Personal Property at the Alms-House, Feb. 22, 1853. 
Stocks, Shoats, &c. 


1 pair oxen, 95 00 | 3 yearling do. 18 00 
1 pair 3 years old steers, 80 00 | 7 sheep, 21 00 
1 pair do. 70 00 | 1 horse, 75 00 
7 cows, 166 00 | 4 shoats, 46 00 
1 3 years old heifer, 15 00 | 12 fowls, 4 00 
3 2 years old do. 36 00 626 00 6 
Hay and Grain. ea 
164 tons English hay at $16 per ton, 264 00 
100 bushels corn, 100 00 
55 bushels rye, 50 60 
26 oie, ats, 13 00 
23-  ‘* white beans, 6 00 
433 60 
Farming Tools. : 
4 rakes, 75'1 horse-rake, 8 00 
4 pitchforks, 2 50)1 dung-hook, 50 
1 winnowing-mill, 9 50/1 cart, 15 00 
2 hay knives, 1 50/1 whippletree, 25 
3 ladders, 5 00/3 sleds, 12 00 
1 roller, 5 00) 3 chains, . 6 00 
20 dry casks, 3 00) 5 trace chains, | 2 00 
1 sleigh, 10 00'2 iron bars, 2 50 
1 new waggon, 70 00/4 axes, 2 00 
2 harnesses, 16 00/Post axe andadze, 1°00 
1 string bells, 70|Beetle and wedges, 1 50 
5 baskets, 1 50\Scythes and snathes, 1 00 
1 set measures, 67|1 hand-saw, 33 
3 yokes, bows, &c. 6 00,2 augers, 7D 
4 manure forks, 4 00/1 wheelbarrow, 2 00 
4 ploughs, 9 00)1 cant-hook, » Hick 25 
1 harrow, 6 00/5 hoes, : 1 50 
1 cultivator, 4 00, 1 shave, 25 
2 grindstones, 6 00) Old iron, 2 00 
1 stone-drag, 1 00 3 meals bags, 75 
Lot pine and oak lum- 3 shovels, 1 50 
ber, 23 00 —- 264 20 
Household Furniture, same as last year, 154 33 
Provisions. 
130 bushels potatoes, 52 00 
440 Ibs. salt pork, D2 80 
225 lbs. han, at: eee 
200 lbs. beef, 12 00 — 
14 barrel soap, 5 00 
4 barrels cider, 4 00 
3 barrels apples, 2 25 
1-4 barrel mackerel, 2 00 
40 lbs. tallow and candles, 4 00 
100 lbs. cheese, 8 00 


oy 


- 
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85 lbs. butter, 17 06 
1-2 barrel cucumbers, 2 50 
40 lbs. grease, 1 20 
2 barrels flour,» 13 00 
1-3 barrel apple-sauce, 2 00 
75 lbs. lard, 9 00 
5 lbs. tea, 2 50 
147 |bs. dry apples, 10 29 
24 cabbages, 1 50 

228 04 

Whole amount personal property, $1706 17 


REMARKS. 


There will be due on the first day of April next $26, 00 for the 
support of a child of Frederick Butterfield, which has not been 

brought into the above account, and is all the debt that the town 
“now owes. The case of Henry Manning and wife, plffs. in re- 
view, vs. Merrimack, has been settled and judgment rendered in 
favor of the town for costs of suit; and it gives us pleasure to be 
able to say, that the town has no case in court, and is now free 
from the fangs of the law. Many of our roads in town are ina 
bad condition, and we think it will be necessary for the town to ap- 
propriate a sum of money—say $300—for the purpose of putting 
them in repair, to be laid out under the direction of the Selectmen, 
oracommittee appointed for that purpose, early inthe spring. ‘The 
bridges in town have mostly been new planked, and will need but 
slight repairs the coming year ; and it is our opinion that, for the or- 
dinary expenses, should the town raise the same amount of money 
they did last year, ($600.00) with the amount they have on hand, 
($477.98) it will be sufficient to defray the charges of the town for 
the coming year. 

It will be seen that the services of the Supevinienitia School 
Committee have cost the town only about one-half as much as they 
did last year; but in justice to the committee we would say, that we 
think he has rendered the town as much service, and taken as much 
interest in our schools as any committee of former years, and we 


think that besides the saving of expense, that one man can super- 
intend our schools better than three. 


1] 


It will also be seen that the pauper farm, instead of being a bur- 
den to the town, has become a source of revenue. It has not only 
sustained itself, but has actually paid into the treasury $33.39, to 
which if we add the excess of stock, provisions &c., over the ap- 
praisal of last year, ($170.70) and the amount due for the support 
of John Thompson, ($8.00) we shall have, besides paying the su- 
perintendent «nd wife, and all other bills, $212.09. A new brick 
house for the safe keeping of ashes has been built, and nearly 30 
rods of stone wall, which we think will keep the farm in as good 
repair as it was last year. There have been fourteen paupers sup- 
ported at the farm the past year; the present number is twelve.— 
There have been two deaths and one birth at the farm the past year. 


ALEX. McC. WILKINS, Selectmen 
ELIJAH P. PARKHURST, of 
BENJAMIN KIDDER, j Merrimack, 


Merrimack, March 1, 1853, 
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STATISTISTICS OF MERRIMACK. 


INVENTORY, 1852. 


No. Polls, Horses. Value of horses. Neat Stock. Value of stock. 


District No. 1, 18 18 470 00 
District No. 2, 22 16 820 00 107° 
District No. 3, 35 20 1370 00 86 
District No. 4, 33 11 935 00 39 
District No. 5, 29 8 420 00 73 
District No. 6, 28 13 590 00 87 
District No. 7, 30 18 945 00 91 
District No. 8, 20 9 450 60 74 
District No. 9, 55 10 360 00 44 
District No. 10, 5 5 320 00 43 
District No. 11, 15 8 390 00 55 
District No. 12, 21 10 530 00 30 
Totals, 311-141 $7600 00 710 
Value of Horses, 
Number of Sheep in town, 368, value, 


Value of Real Estate, 

Value of Carriages, 

Value of Shares in Banks, 

Value of Money at interest, 

Value of Stock in trade, 

Value of Mills, 

Value of Factories and Machinery, 
Value of Locks and Canals, 


1600 00 
2237 00 
1943 00 
1024 00 
1280 00 
1854 00 
2076 00 
1509 00 
1072 00 
823 00 
1302 00 
552 00 


$17,272 00 


7600 00 
710 00 
298,190 00 
910 00 
33,200 00 
22,800 00 
34,138 00 
5400 00 
3750 00 
1800 00 


Whole amount of Real and Personal Estate, $426,720 00 


Amount of tax on a single poll, $1.15. 
Number of inhabitants in 1850, 1250. 


Railroad Shares owned in Merrimack. 


In Concord Railroad, 

In Northern Railroad, 

In Manchester & Lawrence Railroad, 

In Nashua & Lowell Railroad, 

In Wilton Railroad, 

In Boston, Concord & Montreal Railroad, 
\ 


Whole number of shares, _ 


252 shares. 
108 shares. 
59 shares. 
20 shares. 
23 shares. 
2 shares, 


= 
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SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 


THE Superintendent of Schools, in making his annual report to 
the citizens of the town, is happy to congratulate them upon the 
good degree of interest which they are manifesting in the cause of 
common school education. For the last ten years this interest has 
been steadily on the increase. During that time four new school 
houses have been erected, and six of the eight remaining have been 
remodelled. ‘The annual sum of money appropriated for the use 
of schools has been increased from less than six to about nine hun- 
dred dollars. ‘Taking into the account what is paid for private 
schools and for sending children to the higher seminaries, it is safe to 
assert that the amount of money expended for educational purposes 
has been more than doubled. An elegant edifice has been erected, 
and the Merrimack Normal Institute established at the north part of 
_ the town, by the efforts of a few of our public spirited citizens in 
that neighborhood, at an expense of several thousand dollars.— 
Greater care is exercised in the selection of teachers; their wages 
have been raised a third, and higher qualifications are insisted upon. 
School books are more liberally provided, and the registers show a 
better attendance by the scholars and more frequent visits by the 
parents. In regard to the sum appropriated to each scholar, Mer- 
rimack ranked, two years ago, as the one hundred and twenty-fifth 
town in the State, but last year we had risen to be the forty-sec- 
ond. In the table for the county of Hillsborough, showing how 
much each town raises for schools over and above what is required 
by law, we stand as number eight. Notwithstanding what has been 
accomplished, there is wide room still left for improvement. Our 
school houses are yet, many of them, inconvenient, uncomfortable, 
and poorly ventilated, and not one of them is provided with the 
necessary furniture. Parents are still remiss in their duty of visit- 
ing schools, and in co-operating with the teacher in securing good 
discipline and punctuality of attendance. 

Our population is so sparse that of necessity the number of dis- 
tricts must be large, and the number of scholars in each small— 
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consequently the amount of money falling to each must be propor- 
tionably small, furnishing the means for maintaining schools but for 
two short term$ in a year. Would it not be judicious and econom- 
ical to lengthen all our schools by private contributions, as is done 
in District No. 11, so as to give at least three terms of ten weeks 
each, annually? The amount required to send two pupils away to 
any of our higher schools would support a first rate teacher for the 
same length of time in a school of thirty or forty pupils, and those 
families who have not the means for sending their children abroad 
could avail themselves of the privilege. As the town is free from 
debt and has a surplus left in the treasury, can we not afford to raise 
an additional hundred dollars for the support of schools? May we 
not hope that the end of the next ten years will find us with a house 
in each district which shall be an ornament and an honor to the 
town, in which there shall never be less than three school terms ey- 
ery year? 

The Superintendent has given certificates to all who have taught 
during the past year, and has, with three or four exceptions, when 
he was prevented by ill health and other causes, visited each school 
twice each term. Although in two or three instances the teachers” 
did not come quite up to what was expected of them, it is believed 
that we have been unusually fortunate in our selection. Inno case 
has it been necessary to dismiss a teacher for want of capacity, or 
expel a scholar for insubordination. Much credit is due to the sev- 
eral Prudential Committees for exerting themselves in procuring 
teachers of established reputation. 

Eight of the twelve winter schools were taught by females. Our 
experience the past winter confirms us in the opinion formerly ex- 
pressed, that the employment of female teachers is by far the most 
judicious course to pursue in maintaining our winter schools. It is 
seldom that one has failed to give satisfaction, even when, as during 
the past winter, they have had the care of the largest and most ad- 
vanced schools in town. Females of tried and known abilities can 
be hired for twelve dollars per month, who will, in nine cases in 
ten, succeed as well, not only in teaching, but in governing, as 
males who cannot be procured under twenty dollars. And then we 
often have the advantage of continuing the female teacher through 
the year. It isa great misfortune for a district to be obliged to 
change teachers every term. 

Our schools are well supplied with bocks, with the exception of 
Dictionaries. Every pupil who can read should be provided with 
either Webster’s or Worcester’s Dictionary. Abridged editions of 
the last named can be procured for one shilling, bound in paper, 
and in leather for two shillings, per copy. The defining of words 
is now considered an important branch of common school instruc- 
tion, and is regularly taught in our best schools. 

Russell’s excellent Series of Reading Books are used in each dis- 
trict ; and although since their introduction, another series has been 
recommended by the Board of Education, it is thought best, after 
consulting with our county School Commissioner, to continue their 
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use. No change has been made during the year in the list of books 
which was prepared by the last committee. It frequently happens 
that teachers, parents, or travelling book agents introduce new books 
without the consent of the committee, to the great detriment of the 
school, breaking up the classes and adding to the labor of teaching 
and the cost of supplying books. ‘The following is the approved 
list : 

The Bible; Russell’s Spelling Book; Russell’s Series of Read 
ers ; Adams’s Reyised, Colburn’s, and North American Arithmetics; 
Wells’s Grammar; Mitchell’s Series of Geographies ; Goodrich’s 
History of the United States, with questions by the author; Web- 
ster’s and Worcester’s Dictionaries. 

There are but two school houses in town that have sufficient 
black-boards. In every house they should be long enough to ac- 
commodate classes of ten or twelve at the same time. Next inim- 
portance as a necessary article of furniture in school rooms are out- 
line maps. ‘These can be procured at prices varying from five to 
twenty-five dollars. ‘Those printed on canvass will be the most dur- 
able and the cheapest in the end. By private subscription, or by 
appropriating the five per cent. allowed by law, any district can be 
furnished with them within the next three years. A copy of. Web- 
ster’s Unabridged Dictionary, a clock and a thermometer are almost 
indispensable to every school house. 

If our limits would permit, some suggestions might be made with 
regard to the location, construction, ventilation and internal arrange- 
ment of school houses. ‘These subjects should be investigated by 
all who may act as building agents; and they are referred to the 
second annual report of the Secretary of the Board of Education, 
a copy of which may be found in every district, and to Barnard’s 
School Architecture, volume three, a copy of which is lodged in 
the office of the Town Clerk. ‘These books should be read by ev- 
ery citizen in town. 

In remarking upon the different schools, it will be noticed, by 
reference to the school law, that it is not the duty of the Superin- 
tendent to discuss directly the merits of the teachers. All the facts 
required by law, not contained in the body of the report, may be 
found in the accompanying table. 

It is a delicate matter to give a public opinion affecting the repu- 
tation of those who are just commencing life with an earnest desire 
to do their duty, but who, from a want of experience, or from er- 
rors of judgment, or, from what is often the case, a want of sym- 
pathy and encouragement on the part of the parents, may fail in 
satisfying our expectations. There are not first class teachers 
enough to supply one half of our schools, and we must, therefore, 
expect to take our share of those who are second rate. Would it 
not be wise in us, when any of the last named fall to our lot, instead 
of embarrassing them with opposition and complaints, to feel and 
act towards them as if they more particularly needed our charita- 
ble consideration and support? The co-operation of the parents is 
necessary to the good discipline ofanyschool. It is cheering to the 
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teacher, when laboring to discharge with fidelity her arduous and 
responsible duties, if the parents manifest their appreciation of her. 
efforts by frequent visits to the school room, and by expressions of 
approbation in the presence of their children at home. 


The teachers employed in town were as follows : 


Summer Term. Winter Term. 

No. 1, Mary M. Reed, Esther J. Hills, 
‘© 2, no school, Annis E. Gage, 
*“ 3, Dolly J. Stevens, John P. Towne, 
*“ 4, Martha D. McGaw, Mary A. Nevens, 
* 5, Lucy A. Rogers, Leonard G. Brown, 
“. 6, Sarah E. Lawrence, William J. Nutt, 
“67, Sarah A. Crowell, Andrew J. Fosdick, 
“© 8, Mary J. Batchelder, Martha M. Raymond, 
“© 69, Lydia A. Atwood, Fannie W. Wallace, 
* 10, Sarah W. Fisher, Caroline L. Patch, 
“© J1, Mary Ann D. Allison, Mary A. D. Allison, 
“© 12, Lucy D. Tolman, Lucy D. Tolman. 


No. 1. This is one of the best schools in town, containing a re- 
spectable number of advanced pupils. At the close of the sum- 
mer term only a few of the smaller scholars were present for ex- 
amination, and it was difficult to judge of the proficiency made in 
the older classes, The winter term was abruptly closed by the 
necessary absence of the teacher on the day preceeding that appoint- 
ed for examination. Judging from the first visit made in the win- 
ter school, we feel safe in giving the school credit for having made 
very commendable progress. ‘There is a class of large pupils in 
this district, each of whom exhibits a laudable ambition to obtain a 
good education. Nothing need be said of the school house. Jt 
speaks for itself. 


No. 2. No session in the summer. The examination of the 
pupils at the close of the winter term gave evidence of their hay- 
ing received thorough instruction, and of having made a diligent 
use of their time. Very commendable attention was given to men- 
tal, as well as written Arithmetic, and manifest improvement was 
made in reading. ‘The house is a comfortable one, but would be 
better if the seats were placed ona level. ‘This is the only instance 
of the side-hill arrangement left in town. 


No. 3. In this district we find a large school of small scholars ; 
and notwithstanding the uncomfortable and crowded state of the 
room, a good degree of interest in their studies was excited both in 
the summer and winter terms. ‘The course of instruction was very 
thorough in the summer, and order unexceptionable. During the 
winter term the house was still closer packed. If the school was 
not quite as orderly as is desirable, it was more the fault of the 
house than of the teacher. Marked improvement was made in 
reading and in mental Arithmetic. It was pleasing to find so large 
u number attending to the latter branch. 
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No. 4. This is the most compact district in town, and is favors 


ably situated for school purposes. ‘The school house has lately 
been removed to a pleasant location, an addition made to it, anda 
beautiful school room fitted up. With one of Miller’s self venti- 
lating stoves and a set of outline maps, this would be a model room. 
The summer term was characterised by good order and a fair pro- 
ficiency. The winter term is now in session, and judging from the 
interest which has been awakened among the pupils, and from the 
_ rigid discipline enforced by the teacher, there can be no doubt but 
the most satisfactory progress will be made. , 


No. 5. The house needs better ventilation ;—otherwise it is 
comfortable. The smaller pupils are behind others of their age, 
but the larger will compare favorably with any in town. Much at- 
tention has been paid, in both terms, to reading and spelling. The 
first class are not excelled as readers by any of their age in town. 
They deserve commendation, also, for their progress in arithmetic 
and history. It looks well for the character of the district that forty 
visits by the citizens are reported for the last year. 


~ No. 6. Here we find an excellent house, externally, but the 
school room would be made much more comfortable and healthy by 
the introduction of ventilators, which could be done at a trifling ex: 
pense. It is impossible to regulate, properly, the temperature of a 
school room, by the dropping of windows. ‘The heated and vitiat- 
ed air should be permitted to escape from.the top, while fresh air 
from without is introduced at the bottom of the room. A wonders 
ful reformation has taken place in this school during the past year, 
and it may now be numbered as one of the most orderly in town. 
Close application to study was observed, and an unnecessary and 
long continued habit of studying aloud was effectually cured. A 
very respectable advance was made in the studies pursued in both 
the summer and winter terms. 


No. 7. The school in this‘district is made up, chiefly, of small 
scholars, and consequently is not so far advanced as others. By 
reason of illness it was not visited at the close of the winter term ; 
but, judging from the systematic and straight forward course which 
was pursued at the first visit, it may be confidently asserted that a 
good degree of progress was made. It is believed that both terms 
have been profitable to the pupils and satisfactory to the district. 


No. 8. It was a mistake to attempt to make a comfortable or 
suitable school room in such a low posted building as we find in 
this district. It might, however, be improved very much by placing 
ventilators over the room, and using a ventilating stove. It isa fact 
worth noticing, that, in those two districts where the school houses 
most needed ventilation, the winter terms were nearly broken up 
by colds and lung diseases. At the close of the summer term, 
better discipline was noticed than at the commencement, and mark- 
ed progress in reading and in Colburn’s arithmetic. The winter 
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term promised well at the beginning, but was interrupted by the 

sickncss of the pupils, and finally closed without examination, by 

the illness of the teacher. ’ : ; 
: 


No. 9. This is the most difficult school in town to govern.— 
There is no want of capacity among the pupils, but most of them 
have heretofore enjoyed but poor advantages. None butan active, 
energetic and judicious teacher can hope to accomplish much good 
in this district. With three terms in a year, under such a teacher, 
this would soon rank with the best schools in town. ‘Taking into 
consideration all the disadvantages under which they have labored, 
the improvement made during the past year was all that could be 
expected. ‘The recitations in Colburn’s arithmetic, and the spelling, 
were certainly above the average. ‘The house has been somewhat 
improved. Money expended in the partial repairs of old school 
houses, is, in nine cases in ten, thrown away. 


No. 10. The examinations at the close of the summer and win- 
ter terms were very satisfactory. They gave evidence of thorough: 
instruction by the teachers, and close application, and very good 
progress on the part of the pupils. ‘The classes in grammar and — 
geography, as well as those in the other branches, deserve commen- 


dation. ‘The discipline was all that it should be. This district has — 
generally been fortunate in its selection of teachers, and it furnish- — 
es proof of the truth of the remark that those districts in town hay- — 


ing the least money, have the best schools. 
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No. 11. No district in-town has taken greater interest in the — 


education of their children than this. Although few in number, 
they have erected one of the most expensive houses in town, and 
maintained a school, on an average, of forty weeks ina year. More 
than one half of the expense is defrayed by private subscription. 
They shaw their interest, too, by frequent visits to the school room. 
Fifty-five are reported for the last year. With so many weeks’ tu- 
ition, under a correct, thorough, and systematic teacher, so often 
encouraged by the presence of their parents, it might be expected 
that this could excel most of the schools in town. This school, for 
the past year, has been characterised by perfect order, application 
to study, and the most gratifying progress. 


No. 12. This district has the best house in town, and the only 
one warmed and ventilated upon correct philosophical principles. 
The only fault in the construction is this—that the writing benches 
are too far from the seats. -** The edge of the desk and the front 
side of the seat should be in the same vertical line.” This school 
can scarcely be commended too highly for their good behavior 
and the proficiency made in all the branches taught. The exami- 

nation was made more interesting by the introduction of singing, 

declamation, original compositions and map drawing. : 


HARRISON EATON, Superintendent of Schools, 
Merrimack, March 1, 1853. 
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